Il6                COURT INTRIGUES OF RIAT)           [CHAP. XII

prompt and unequivocal amelioration. Not that the amend-
ment was, I should think, of a permanent character, but of this
point the Nejdeans, who saw no farther than the present effect,
were and could be no judges, while the high rank of the patient
himself, an old town chief, drew special attention to the fact.
Everybody talked about it, and the news reached the palace.

'Abd-Allah had just paid his compulsory visit to Sa'ood, and
the mutual rivalry of the brothers, now the more exasperated
by vicinity, was very thinly concealed, or rather not concealed,
under the formalities of social politeness. Intrigues, treasons,
violence itself, were hatching beneath the palace walls, and assas-
sination, whether by the dagger or the bowl, I had better said
the coffee-cup, would have been quite in keeping, nor likely to
cause the smallest surprise to any one. Mahboob, too, always
odious to 'Abd-Allah, was at this moment more so than ever,
and the minister himself could not fail to foresee his own per-
sonal peril when time should place undivided and autocratic
power in the hands of one whom he had so often browbeaten
and kept in abeyance. Hence he sided with Sa'ood, and by so
doing heated the furnace of 'Abd-Allah's evil passions one seven
times more than it was wont to be heated. The nobles of the
town, the very strangers, all sided with the one or the other of
the half-brothers, and though Feysul's life, like the silken
thread round the, monsters in Trier main's " Hall of Fear,'' yet
held the tigers back, it might not suffice to restrain some
sudden and especially some secret spring.

Now 'Abd-Allah in the course of his amateur lectures had
learnt enough to know the poisonous qualities of various drugs,
and of strychnine in particular; and though probably un-
acquainted with the exploits of European criminals, was fully
capable of giving them a rival in the East. The cure, or at least
the relief, just alluded to, had occurred about the 16th of
November, exactly at the time when I had given him to under-
stand our definite refusal of his offers, and when he was in
consequence somewhat uncertain what course next to follow.
A day or two after he sent for me, expressed his regret at our
resolution to quit the capital, and begged that we would at least
leave behind us in his keeping some useful medicines for the
public benefit, and above all that we would entrust him with